HOMES FOR HEROES

That was the sum, as the British people saw it at the time,
and as history has seen it since, of Mr. Lloyd George's Western
European policies. His Irish policy had already ended, as
Lord Carson bluntly observed in the House of Lords, in his
'surrender at the point of a revolver.5 His reconstruction
policy had ended with 2,000,000 unemployed. In August
1922 his pro-Greek policy, which had given Smyrna for five
years to our rather unwilling allies, also collapsed. The Turks,
led by Mustapha Kemal, drove the Greeks out of Asia Minor
and invaded the neutral zone of the Dardanelles. Mustapha
Kemal had been an eye-witness of the evacuation of Gallipoli.
When, in defiance of Great Britain and France he entered the
neutral zone in September 1922, it was with no intention of
evacuating it. And so we come to October 1922, a month
which notably foreshadowed the shape of things to come but
also registered a great and pregnant change in the existing
balance offerees in Europe.

In October 1922 three things happened. Our French-
Italian allies deserted us at Chanak;1 the dominions also
refused to support our stand against Mustapha Kemal, with
whom we were forced to negotiate and almost immediately to
make peace on his own terms. In this nadir of Britain's
fortunes, Mr. Lloyd George was driven from office by the rising
indignation of the Conservative party. At the same time the
last of the historic succession of Turkish sultans was driven
from his throne and Turkey became the second of the dictator-
ships which were soon to dominate Europe. The third of the
dictators was close at his heels. On 3ist October the King of
Italy called on Mussolini, who had just arrived in Rome at the
head of his Fascist militia, to form a government. The rise
to supreme power of these two men of limitless energy, audacity,
and ambition was contemporaneous with the appointment as
Prime Minister of Great Britain of a dying man, Mr, Andrew
Bonar Law. He succeeded to an unpleasant heritage but
secured the suffrage of the British people on his programme of
tranquillity. Mr. Lloyd George, after having for six years
enjoyed greater personal power than any statesman in our
history, fell from office, never to return.

1 Where the British and Turkish forces faced each other.